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CITY    OE'  NEW-YOrtK, 

•  

-Extract  fbom  the  Minutis  of  jniE  MBErnrfi,  April  6,  1805. 

On  motioH  of  Brotlter  Wilson  Small,  seconded  by  Bro- 
ther Joii:s-  E.  IIoAGLAND,  the  following  resolution  was  unani-r 
moiisly  adopted :  " 

"  Rkbolvkd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  officers  of  the  Society 
to  jpresent  the  thank*  of  the  Society  to  the  Army  and  Xfavtf 
of  the  United  States^  for  the  great  and  glorious  victories 
recently  achieved  hy  their  gallantry  and  skilly  and  to  jMi»h 
the  same,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  this  meting  rela- 
tive to  the  flags  returned  hy  the  Volunteer  Engineer  Regi- 
ment." 

Tlie  undersigned,  officers  of  the  General  Society  of  Me- 
chanics and  Tradesmen  of  the  City  of  New-York,  in  carrying 
ont  the  foregoing  resolution,  beg  leave  to  tender  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  the 
heartfelt  thanks  of  each  member  of  the  Society,  for  their 
patience  and  eudurance  during  the  long  struggle  they  have 


4 

been  engaged  in  to  Bubdne  the  greatest  rebellion  the  world 

has  ever  kuovvn,  and  wliicli  is  now  about  closed. 

Tlie  members  of  the  Society  also  beg  leave  to  join  vpith 
the  officers  aiid  men  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States  in  rejoicing  over  the  victories  they  have  achieved  on 
land  and  at  sea,  and  particnlarly  those  last  battles  which 

may  well  be  styled  the  death  blows  of  the  rebellion. 

The  members  of  the  Society  beg  leave  also  to  tender  their 
sympatliies  to  the  many  families  who  have  been  bereaved  by 
the  loss  or  maimiog  of  husband,  father,  son,  brother  or  friend 
during  the  great  rebellion,  and  to  say  to  all  such,  that  the 
honor  of  being  connected  with  either  must,  in  such  a  cause, 
compensate  to  a  certain  extent  for  their  bereavement* 

The  officers  of  the  Society  beg  leave  to  inform  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  that  ^e  resolution  referred 
to  above  Avas  unanimously  adopted  at  a  meeting  more  numer- 
ously attended  than  any  other  for  years ;  that  the  resolution 
was  introduced  by  the  mover  in  a  speech  replete  with  patri- 
otism and  eloquCTce ;  and  that  the  patriotic  remarks  by  vari* 
ous  members  fully  entitle  the  Society  to  a  position  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  upholdei'S  of  tlie  Constitution  and  laws 
of  our  beloved  country. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call 
attention  to  the  following  correspondence,  as  indicating  that 
the  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  the  City 
of  Kew-Tork  are  not  only  patriots  at  the  close  of  the  rebel* 
lion,  but  that  they  performed  their  part  when  the  struggle 
began  and  during  its  continuance. 


Camp  of  1st      Y.  Vol.  Ekgihbbrs,  j 
BEkad-Quartehs  Army  of  toe  Jakes,  V 
Vakina,  Ya.,  Maich  27,  18G5.  ) 

Ufio.  W.  Fakkham,  Esq., 

Mechanics^  Society^  N.  Y. : 

Sir, — As  you  were  Chairman  of  the  Committee  who  pre- 
sented to  my  regiment  a  stand  of  colors,  on  behalf  of  the 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  the  City  of 
iiTew-York,  when  we  were  organized  in  1861,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  ask,  throngli  you,  that  the  Society  present,  on 
behalf  of  the  regiment,  the  national  color  of  this  set,  and  a 
regimental  color,  presented  by  the  City  of  ITew-York,  to  the 
Bureau  of  Military  Statistics  at  Albany,  Kew-York. 

I  enclose  a  letter  addressed  to  Col.  Lockwood  L.  Doty, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau,  glaring  the  several  battles  and  sieges  in 
which  we  have  been  engaged. 

The  national  color  Avhich  we  are  sending  to  the  archives  of 
the  State,  has  not  been  dishonored  since  you  entrusted  it  to 
our  care.  It  was  the  first  flag  that  floated  over  Fort 
"  Pulaski  "  after  its  recapture  by  the  Union  troops,  and  the 
first  national  llag  that  floated  over  Fort  Wagner." 

The  number  of  engagements  in  which  detachments  of  the 
regiment  have  taken  part  will  show  you  that  we  have  not 
been  idle  spectators  in  the  great  struggle.  We  represent 
almost  every  trade,  and  I  believe  the  mechanical  skill  we 
have  been  able  to  bring  together,  lias  added  much  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  army. 

We  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  many  good  officers  and  men, 
wliose  names  will  ever  be  dear  to  us.  Capt.  II.  L.  SoirrHAKD, 
killed  at  I^rmuda  Hundred,  was  son  of  Hon.  S.  L.  Southako, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  He  was  as  true  and  pure  a  patriot 
as  this  war  has  produced.    He  was  an  officer  of  much  more 
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than  ordinary  talent,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  all  good 
njen.  Lieut.  J.  Howakd  Brooks,  killed  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, was  a  young  man  of  great  promise,  and  altiiougU  lie 
had  been  with  qb  only  a  few  weeks,  yet  he  had,  by  his  manly 
bearing  and  talent,  won  liis  way  to  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all.  I  might  name  many  other  brave  hearts  who  have 
given  themselves  a  sacrifice  in  our  cause,  and  over  whom 
your  flag  has  waved,  and  over  whose  remains  it  has  rested. 

The  flag  has  now  become  a  veteran,  worn  out  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  unlit  for  duty  in  the  field,  and  we  return  it  to  take 
its  place  with  others  honored  by  service,  with  our  brothers 
of  the  State  of  New-York. 

The  regimental  color  presented  by  you  v»c  still  retain  in 
tlie  field,  jind  we  hope  to  bring  it  back  for  your  disposition, 
after  peace  has  been  restored  to  our  land,  and  we  are  per- 
mitted to  go  back  to  our  homes  and  vocations  of  life. 

I  am  very  truly  your  ob't  serv't 
And  brother, 

James  F.  Hall, 
Brt,  Mrig.-Genl.  U.  &,  YoU., 
GoL  Comdg.  Ut  IT.  T.  Vol.  Engineers. 


Camp  op  Ist  K  Y.  Vol.  Engineers,  ) 

Head-Qdaetpjes  Army  of  the  James,  v 
Vabuja,  Va.,  March  27, 1865.  ) 

Col.  Lock  wood  L.  Doty, 

Chief  of  Bureau  qf  MiUtary  Slatktica, 

Albany^  New- York: 
Colonel,— I  have  this  day  forwarded  by  Adams  &  Co.'s 
Express,  througli  the  Mechanics'  Society,  City  of  ]S"ew-York, 
two  flags  of  my  regiment,  one  an  American  flag,  one  of  a 
stand  of  colors,  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  General  So- 


ciety of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  the  City  of  l^ew-York, 
and  the  other  a  regimental  color,  presents  by  tiie  City  of 
NW-York.  The  former  was  the  first  national  flag  that 
floated  over  Fort  "  Pulaski,"  after  its  suri*ender,  aud  the  first 
over  Fort  "  Wagner,"  on  Morris  Island. 

This  regiment  was  raised  in  the  City  of  New-York,  in . 
1861,  and  has  representatives  from  almost  every  county  in 
the  State. 

The  several  battalions  of  the  raiment  have  p«rtieipated 
in  the  following  si^es  and  battles : 

SIEGE  OF  FORT  PULASKI. 
BATTLE  OF  JAMES  ISLAND. 

«        «*  POCOTALIGO. 

«         »    MOKRIS  ISLAND. 
SIEGE  OF  FORT  "WAGNEB,"  FORT  "SUMTER,"  and 

CHARLESTON. 
BATTLE  OF  «  OLUSTEE." 
SIEGE  OF  PETERSBURG. 
BATTLE  OF  "  DRURY'S  BLUFF."  ' 

«       "     PROCTOR'S  CREEK. 
BATTLES  OF  "  BERMUDA  HUNDRED." 

«         "   THE  "  JAMES." 
BATTLE     "  "HONEY  HILL." 

«         «   "  COOSA  WHATCHIE." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Vwy  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

James  F.  Haul, 

BrL  Brig^'Geal.  U,  &  Vols., 
Chi.  Comdg.  \8t  JV,  Y.  Engrs. 


Brotlier  James  Yak  Nokden,  after  some  remarks,  moved 
the  ibllowing  resolutions,  whioh  were  seconded  by  Brother 
Geokge  W.  Paenham,  and  unanimonslj  adopted : 

"  Kesolvkd,  That  this  Society  will  gladly  comply  with  the 
request  of  our  esteemed  Brother^  General  James  F.  Hall, 
and  that  it  he  referred  to  the  President  to  take  charge  of  the 
glorious  relics^  and  forward  them  to  Col.  Doty,  at  Albany, 
with  such  eommunioation  as  he  may  deem  ajiprqpriate  and 
proper^ 

Eesolved,  That  mewing,  with  emiltant  pride,  the  gaUant 
manner  in  which  the  flags,  presented  ly  this  Society  to  the 
First  Begiment  of  New-  Torh  Volunteer  Engineers,  have  been 
borne  through  so  many  battles^  and  jplanted  f/rst  on  cajpf^tired 
forts^  we  tender  to  Brevet  Brigadier-Chnerat  Hall,  and  the 
brave  oncers  and  men  of  his  command,  the  thanks  of  the 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen^  as  they  are 
eminently  entitled  to  those  of  our  whole  country 

"  Eesolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  he  forward^ 
to  General  Hall.'' 

GEORGE  F.  KESBITT,  President 
John  T.  Govotkr,  First  Vice-President. 
Wads  B^Wommmos^  Second  Vice-President. 

EioflASD  K  MouKT,  Treasurer. 
William  Van  Nokden,  Secretary. 


